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1930s Newspaper Reporter Project 
 

 

 

Assignments Due Due Date 

 

First Completed Newspaper Article 

Due (Article on a New Deal program) 

 

 

 

 

Friday 11/22 

 

Second Completed Newspaper 

Article Due (Article on how one 

group of Americans was affected 

during the Great Depression) 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 12/3 

 

Turn in completed Newspaper front 

page with three articles (your first two 

completed articles plus your article 

reporting on the New Deal on Trial), 

including properly formatted 

footnotes 

 

 

 

 

Monday 12/9 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1930s Newspaper Project 
 

You are a newspaper reporter in the 1930s.  It is your job to report on different aspects of 

the Great Depression and the New Deal.  Your assignment will be to produce the front 

page of a newspaper with a total of three articles as described below. 

 

In producing your newspaper, you will use and cite 

three or more trustworthy researched sources. 
 

 

Newspaper Article #1:    New Deal Programs.   Choose one of the following topics to 

report on: 

 

 Tennessee Valley Authority 

 National Recovery 

Administration/National 

Industrial Recovery Act 

 Works Progress 

Administration 

 Social Security Act 

 Wagner Act/National Labor 

Relations Board 

 FDR’s Controversial Supreme Court 

Packing Plan (Judicial Procedures 

Reform Bill of 1937) 

 FDR’s wife Eleanor Roosevelt and her 

influence on his presidency 

 Homeowner’s Loan Corporation 

 Federal Emergency Relief 

Administration (FERA) 

 Other (must be approved by Mr. D) 

 

On the Internet and/or in book or magazine sources, research one of the programs started 

during the New Deal listed above.  Imagining that you are a newspaper reporter in the 

1930s informing readers about current events of that time, write a 3-4 paragraph 

newspaper article (12+ sentences so you can provide some depth) about the topic you 

choose.  In your article, be sure to include the following: 

 Your article must be typed. 

 Give details about when, where, and why it was created, specifics about what the 

program does, who is involved, etc. 

 Provide five or more researched, concrete details/facts about the topic chosen THAT 

ARE NOT FOUND IN YOUR TEXTBOOK.   I want you to go beyond the basic 

facts found in your history book. 

 Make sure all the writing is in your own words  (if it is not, this is considered 

PLAGIARISM) 

 Check and correct for spelling and grammar 

 Must include 1-2 footnotes citing the sources of your information after one or more 

of the concrete details learned in your research, (see instructions on pg. 5 of this 

packet) 

 Article must have an exciting headline to get the attention of the reader 
 



 

 

 

Newspaper Article #2: Society during the 1930s.   Choose one of the 

following topics to report on: 

 

 Life for Tenant Farmers/ 

Sharecroppers during the 1930s 

 Unions during the 1930s 

 Life for Children during the 

1930s 

 Life for Families during the 

1930s 

 Life for Businessmen during the 

1930s 

 

 

 Life for Women during the 1930s  

 Life for Native Americans during 

the 1930s 

 Life for Farmers during the 1930s 

 American Literature of the 1930s 

(at least 3 major authors/trends) 

 Other (must be approved by Mr. 

D) 

 

 

On the Internet and/or in book or magazine sources, research how life 

during the 1930s affected one of the groups listed above.   Imagining that 

you are a newspaper reporter in 1930s informing readers about current 

events of that time, write a 3-4 paragraph newspaper article (12+ 

sentences so you can provide some depth) about the topic you choose.  In 

your article, be sure to include the following: 

 

 Your article must be typed. 

 Give concrete details about how that particular group of people was 

affected by life during the Great Depression 

 Provide five or more researched, concrete details/facts about the 

topic chosen THAT ARE NOT FOUND IN YOUR TEXTBOOK.   I 

want you to go beyond the basic facts found in your history book. 

 Make sure all the writing is in your own words  (if it is not, this is 

considered PLAGIARISM) 

 Check and correct for spelling and grammar 

 Must include 1-2 footnotes citing the sources of your information 

after one or more of the concrete details learned in your research, 

(see instructions on pg. 5 of this packet) 

 Article must have an exciting headline to get the attention of the 

reader 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Article #3 (Reporting on the New Deal on Trial) & Complete 

1930s Newspaper: 

 

In addition to the two previously researched articles, imagine that 

you, as a newspaper reporter, are being sent to Washington D.C. to 

cover the New Deal Trial to be held in class.   It is your duty to 

report on and explain the trial to your readers.  Therefore, in your 

article, be sure to include: 

--Details about what happened at the trial 

--Descriptions of witnesses 

--Quotes from witnesses, lawyers, the judge 

--Key moments 

--Key arguments 

--The final verdict 

 

Once you have completed your third article, put all three completed 

articles together into one final 1930s newspaper.  In it, you will 

need to include all of the following: 

 --A title for your newspaper that includes your name 

 --All three typed articles 

 --Each article must have an exciting and informative headline  

    to get the attention of the reader 

 --Properly formatted footnotes at the bottom of the page 

 --Include at least one picture that provides a visual for one of  

    your articles  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Footnotes 
 

 For this 1930s newspaper you are required to properly cite at least two sources.  This means that you will need to give 

credit to the source of a piece of information that you used that you did not know before and/or would not be considered 

common knowledge.  You will be using Chicago-style footnotes, which can easily be formatted using Microsoft Word.  While 

for this assignment you will only need footnotes to cite your sources, next semester when we do a much more comprehensive 

research paper, you will also include a bibliography at the end of the paper. 

 

 What information should I cite? 

Keep in mind that history is the study and interpretation of facts, people, and ideas.  As a result, most of the information on 

your topic will come from a source other than your own mind. Much of your paper will be cited and that’s okay.  Anytime you 

utilize information from a source, you should cite it, but you should also provide your own analysis of the information.  As a 

quick reference, you should cite ideas (that aren’t your own), and facts that are so specific they could only come from a learned 

source. 

 

Do cite: From 1934 to 1936, General Motors paid $994,855 to spy on its workers. 

Don’t cite: The bomb dropped on Hiroshima killed many Japanese civilians. 

 
 Formatting your footnotes requires careful attention to detail.  You will be citing most often from one of three types of 

sources: a book with one author, a magazine article with one author and a website.  Listed below are the basic forms for each of 

these sources.    If you find a source that does not fit one of these models, you can check the Redwood High School library 

website (http://rhsweb.org/library/) to find the proper format for your source.   

Remember that footnotes run in a continuous sequence from the beginning of your paper  (in this case your 

newspaper) until the end.  That means you will only have one footnote in your newspaper with the number 1—that will be the 

very first footnote.  The second footnote will be numbered 2 (even if the information is from the same source as number 1) and 

so on. 

 Remember also that he first line of each citation should be indented five spaces, and after that every additional line 

should be flush all the way to the left. 

 

 

Book with one author: 

 
1 Author’s first name, Author’s last name,  Title of book (italicized) (City of publication: Publisher, Year published), 

page number where you obtained the idea from. 

 
   1Eleanor Flexner, Century of Struggle:  The Woman's Rights Movement in the United States  (New York:  Atheneum, 

1959), 155. 

 
 

Magazine or Newspaper article with one author: 

 
2 Author’s first name, Author’s last name, “Title of article,” Name of magazine or newspaper the article came from, 

date of publication, page number of the article. 

 

 2 Barbara W. Tuchman, “If Asia Were Clay in the Hands of the West,” Atlantic, September 1970, p. 72. 

 
 

A website with name of author given: 
3 Author’s first name, “Title of article,” Publisher of website, date accessed, web address. 

 
  3 William Howland Kenney, “Jazz on the River: Louis Armstrong and Riverboat Culture,” University of Chicago, 

Date of Access October 19, 2014, http://press.uchicago.edu/Misc/Chicago/437337.html. 
 

 

A website with no author given: 
4 “Title of article,” Publisher of website, date accessed, web address. 

 
4 “McDonald’s Happy Meal Toy Safety Facts,” McDonald’s Corporation, Date of Access July 19, 2008, 

http://www.mcdonalds.com/corp/about/factsheets.html. 

 

                                                           
 



The DeNardo  

1920s Gazette 
 

Coolidge Crushes Boston Police Strike 
 

Boston--Massachusetts Governor Calvin Coolidge restored order in Boston by sending in 5000 National Guard to protect the 

city when the area’s police force went on a massive strike.1  People all over—Bostonians, citizens of Massachusetts, and 

Americans around the country praised his bold, swift action to maintain public order and safety.   

The police were protesting that while the cost of living had doubled from 1914-1919, they had not received a single 

raise in all that time.  When a group of officers attempted to negotiate with the police commissioner 

to acknowledge their newly formed union and to give them a pay raise, the commissioner threw 

them out and fired every one of them.  On September 9, 1919, the entire police force then went out 

on strike. Of the force's 1,544 officers and men, 1,117 (72%) failed to report for work.2 

Over the night of September 9–10, the city witnessed an outbreak of hooliganism and 

looting. While most of the city remained peaceful, in some areas 

youths threw rocks at streetcars and overturned the carts of street 

vendors and criminals smashed store windows and stole things.  In 

the morning, the city’s newspapers denounced the striking police as 

“deserters” and accused them of being followers of Russian 

communist leader Vladimir Lenin.3  
Ironically, the commissioner then went out and hired and 

trained new men and started them off with exactly the wages that the 

strikers had been asking for in the first place.  Dismayed, Samuel Gompers, president of the 

country’s biggest labor union, the American Federation of Labor (AFL), asked Governor 

Coolidge to get the policemen their jobs back.  Coolidge would not budge, famously 

replying, “There is no right to strike against the public safety by anyone, anywhere, any 

time.”   

With all this positive publicity, many Republicans successfully pushed for 

Coolidge to be named Warren G. Harding’s vice presidential running mate in the 1920 election. 

 

 

 

President of United Negro Improvement Association Marcus Garvey Found Guilty, 

Sentenced to Five Years in Prison 

 
Washington, D.C.--The U.S. government finally found a way to get rid of black-rights advocate Marcus Garvey, a man they 

saw as a danger to society.  He was convicted in federal court on the charge of mail fraud. 

 Garvey, a Jamaican immigrant, started the United Negro Improvement Association 

(UNIA) in his native Jamaica in 1914 and brought it to America in 1916 when he moved to New 

York City.  By August 1920, the UNIA claimed four million members, although some believe the 

number was inflated.4  He scared American leaders with his call for the need to separate the black 

and white races and build a separate society for African Americans.  To that end, he set up the 

Negro Fortunes Corporation, which helped blacks start their own grocery stores, laundries, and 

other small businesses, so African Americans would not be dependent on whites.  Garvey also 

asserted that ultimately blacks needed to live in a separate independent nation.  Thus, he 

encouraged blacks to return to Africa, with the plan of kicking out the European imperialists and 

setting up a nation which they could rule themselves.  For this reason, he started a steamship 

company called the Black Star Line, to transport blacks back to Africa. 

                                                           
1 Joseph Slater, "Labor and the Boston Police Strike of 1919," in Aaron Brenner, Benjamin Day, and Immanuel Ness, 

eds., The Encyclopedia of Strikes in American History (Armonk, NY: Sharpe, 2009), pg. 247. 
2 Robert K. Murray, Red Scare: A Study in National Hysteria, 1919–1920 (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press, 1955), pg. 126. 
3 Ibid. 
4 David Van Leeuwen, Marcus Garvey and the Universal Negro Improvement Association, National Humanities 

Center, Date of Access September 21, 2013,  http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/tserve/twenty/tkeyinfo/garvey.htm . 
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Trying to get rid of this “trouble-maker,” in November 1919 the newly-created Bureau of Investigation (which later 

became the FBI), began to look for grounds to deport Garvey as an “undesirable alien.”   Soon, a charge of  mail fraud was 

brought against Garvey in connection with stock sales of the Black Star Line.  The lawyer defending one of the other charged 

men stressed that no criminal conspiracy existed and that only a naive mistake had been committed.  Unfortunately for him, 

Garvey chose to defend himself.  In his closing appeal to the jury, he gave a three-hour long belligerent speech, when he 

probably would have helped himself by showing some humility and admitting the mistake.5   In the end, of the four Black Star 

Line officers charged in connection with the enterprise, only Garvey was found guilty of using the mail service to defraud.  

After numerous attempts at appeal were unsuccessful, he was taken into custody and began serving his sentence at the 

Atlanta Federal Penitentiary on 8 February 1925.   Though the popularity of the UNIA diminished greatly following Garvey's 

expulsion, he nevertheless remained committed to his political ideals. 

 

Aside from Flappers, Incredible Changes Taking Place for Women 
Washington, D.C.--According to the U.S. Census Bureau, more women than ever before worked during WWI and the trend 

further accelerated in the 1920s.  In the 1920s nearly 1 million female college graduates took jobs in the “women’s professions” 

of teaching and nursing, and thousands more became librarians and social workers.  Some women got jobs as bankers, lawyers, 

and police officers.  In addition, as big business expanded during the 1920s, there was a huge need for record keeping and 

correspondence—two million women took jobs as typists, filing clerks, secretaries, stenographers, etc.  800,000 became store 

clerks and 2 million took jobs on assembly lines. 

Despite these impressive numbers, in the United States in the 1920s, still 

only about 15 percent of white and 30 percent of black married women with wage-

earning husbands held paying jobs.  Most Americans believed that women should 

not work outside the home if their husbands held jobs.6 

Moreover, there was a strong pattern of discrimination against women.  

Medical schools limited women to no more than 5% of admissions.  Few women 

got promoted to managerial positions.   

Household life was changed dramatically.  Urban women found that 

electricity and plumbing made housework different, and often easier, with 

electrically run vacuum cleaners, irons, and washing machines. Electricity meant 

that people could stay up later at night, because electric lights were more efficient 

than kerosene lamps and candles.  Indoor plumbing brought water inside and 

introduced a new room to clean—the bathroom. 7  Mass produced clothes could 

now be bought in stores instead of made at home.  Prepared and already-sliced 

bread and canned foods made it possible to do less food preparation.   

As women’s spheres of activity expanded, they demanded greater equality in marriage.  Marriage became increasingly 

based on romantic love and companionship instead of just a social contract between two people to set up a family.   Birthrates 

continued to decline during the 1920s, due in part to the availability of birth control information and the opening of birth control 

clinics by Margaret Sanger and others.  Raising children changed because peer groups became much more important.  Children 

now spent much of their days in school with peers instead of working around adults in factories or on the farm.  Youth 

increasingly felt peer pressure and some began to resist parental control. 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

                                                           
5 Colin Grant, Negro with a Hat: The Rise and Fall of Marcus Garvey (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008), pp. 

288, 371. 
6 Louise Benner, “Women in the 1920s in North Carolina:  A New Woman Emerges,” University of North Carolina 

NCpedia, September 17, 2014, http://ncpedia.org/history/20th-Century/1920s-women. 
7 Ibid. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Star_Line
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Penitentiary,_Atlanta
http://ncpedia.org/history/20th-Century/1920s-women

